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The Reach of Song 
By Tom DeTitta 


The Reach of Song is a carefully wrought 
chronicle of life as it used to be and still is today in 
the hills and hollows of southern Appalachia — a 
place where time once ran still and the mountain 
streams run chill and cold. 

It is the story of the culture of a hardy generous 
folk; and of the changes brought from the outside 
world that altered their culture that had been handed 
down virtually unchanged for generations. 

The two-act drama, which begins and ends in 
the present-day, is told through the eyes of north 
Georgia writer Byron Herbert Reece, a Pulitzer Prize 


nominee, who was born, lived and died just a few 
miles from the theater in which the drama is staged. 

The first act deals with Appalachia as it was 
before World War II, with a way of life that had been 
handed down for hundreds of years in the hills and 
hollows. 


In Act Two, the focus shifts to the changes in the 
lifestyle of the mountain people brought on by World 
War II and the effects of the outside world’s invading 
culture. It embodies the memories and insights of 
those natives who are part of The Reach of Song cast. 

From the whirl and gaiety of mountain music 
and dancing, to the wisdom, gossip and age-old 
battle of the sexes meted out from the whittler’s 
bench and the quilting bee. The Reach of Song is 
Appalachian life as it was and is—preserved as clearly 
as jam in a Mason jar. 


Artistic Staff The Reach of Song 


Play wih SHG. sais sisson EAEE EA ATA RR Tom DeTitta 
Artiste DIE tOn Seenen aa iaae a EE Sharon Albert 
Musical DIt@ Gtr acorecassima ar E edness Victoria Lee 
TG ISHOL SID SSIS NE cousine is N E E Philip Albert 
Choreographer arceri tainane iaa eenah as AE EAER Aii Victoria Lee 
Set DESIGN EL anini e a si ni Dr. W. Joseph Stell 


Production Staff 


Production Stage Manage? srsorosannanre nni Philip Albert 
Assistant to the Stage Manager .....urorenrrenireniesencrereruireuvenererese George Ramsey 
Assistant to the Stage Manager... ceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees Miranda Pritchard 
Assistant: to the Stage Manager o.2..c.ccccssssaenconassmescsserssestensenveven T. Allen Thomas 
Cast 

K: Ren JONSON: crmeiosneronnron masenna ni Byron Herbert Reece 
Crystal ‘WW atts a ..a2.:cadessanunsenenunsncsdoGden a a a ana a nRa eah ii Bernice 
TAn PROMAS aeoe na EEE TE Harry 
Larry TOBIAS seoran ER NE EL TEE Larry 
Michael Blackmon sarunas dens i e ana aeaaeai wa cibssubesdesssasaten Al 
Courtney Conning aD a2 esiaste iens eseri enie se ooe iiei a Susie Mae 
Gerse RAMSEY: ranis NEEE E EERE Zack 
Hazel FOTE sccscsrsun netics avn ereastaned A NS Maybelle 
Miranda Rritehvain dl css scsctscoacsicsicneshianassannvaobtews iain ip eceanesctcnoouweiendvebeats sthedee Annabelle 
Adrians IO WAR az cescdnosctrwosngenronvyionporesucasvauts EON E EES Robin 
TER W ANCTS osecas ces tuissveinrs venous repsanatevais ENE EEE E Ne Clarence 
ING IST Cans Oi seni cating ea aA o E gona AEAN OA EEE NSS aR Sara Anne 
Joyce MEMAn GUS sssrin arinn N E EOT A Emma Reece 
LD: ROBISON rieuse A Ledford/Ensemble 
Jamee Minetten reisini an TEER EnA AS Scholar/Ensemble 
Nell Tode BLON yoresi nanara in enian ie A ee EE EEA Nell 
Elsie Huzhes Ne]SON seiesiis.cvsn vacaess enoaxneen caosoehantecineriecy sabes a N ds Elsie 
Furman TSUN STORG: sosiaa naa aA REA Man/Ensemble 
Micah “Magic Spoons” Robinson ............::ccccesseeeseeeseeeeseeeeeees Doctor/Ensemble 


J.D. Robinson ....... eee Fiddle, Guitar, Mandolin, Banjo, Saw, Bandleader 
Roberta Voyles Lunsford ass cssns deen cares desscewsxe pa sevstede aeemteese a Banjo 
Fúrman Lunsford ran arisin easa iie A AERAR Guitar 
Lany TOBIAS: siasatan eene a aneen NE GE EEA Bass, Dulcimer, Guitar 
Micah “Magie Spoons” RoODInsOMi sess: ccs csssesesiecceveneaccevecenesesentensn cause Percussion 


MUSIC - The Reach of Song 
Act I 
Shady Grove 
In That Mornin’ 
Tammy’s Waltz* 
Maggie Brown’s Favorite Jig* 
Fire Storm* 
Wondrous Love 
Heather’s Trip to Murphy* 
Brethren, We Have Met to Worship 
Just a Little Talk With Jesus 
Amazing Grace 
Travelin’ On 
I Will Arise 
Farewell Brethren 


Act II 

John Henry* 

Wayfaring Stranger 
Some Day 

Going Home to Georgia* 
Sally Goodin* 

Eat That Dog Food 
Sweet Georgia Browne 
In the Mood* 

Weaver’s Song 

Lullaby 

Traveling Creature 

In The Pines 

Whiskey ’Fore Breakfast* 
*instrumental 


All underscoring & 
incidental music arranged 
by J.D. Robinson 


Playbill produced by 
The Appalachian Educational 
and Historical Society, Inc. 


PLEASE 


We ask that no photographs or 
other recording devices be used 
during the performance. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 


HELP US IN OUR FUTURE 
MARKETING 
FILL OUT A SURVEY CARD 
It is most helpful if we know 
where our audience base is from, 
how long they’re staying in the 
area, and your opinion about the 
drama. 
Please take a moment to fill 


out the survey cards located in 
the lobby. 


The Reach of Song Executive & Box Office Staff 
Philips Alberi sereiserasoronmas Executive Director 
John William Wolf «0.0.0.0... Marketing Director 
Kaléy: Mitcham scscecccisseesmsssecseces Box Office Manager 
Brian Milet jsvesseevereecisesawussicaccrrtedepapserccuis Box Office 
láta D6 BASE ssc cexseecessaneeensesxettenes vase sedst es Box Office 


BYRON HERBERT REECE 


I took my fiddle 

That sings and cries 
To a hill in the middle 
Of Paradise... 


So Byron Herbert Reece begins his poem entitled Mountain Fiddler. 
This poem evokes the essence of the poems and novels of this Union 
County writer who died in 1958. His work contains the images and 
sounds that call through the hills of north Georgia from one season to the 
next. Born in Choestoe, the Land of Dancing Rabbits in the language of 
the Cherokee, he attended Young Harris College and, later, taught here. 
In his four published volumes of poems, he includes mountain ballads 
and superb sonnets, short lyrics and poems of deep philosophical insight. 
It is the spirit of Byron Reece that hovers over The Reach of Song from 
start to finish. As introduction to one collection of his work Reece wrote: 
“From Chips and Shards / In idle times / I made these poems / Shaped 
these rhymes / May they engage some friendly tongue / When I am past 
the Reach of Song.” So this performance is now that “friendly tongue,” 


and more. 


comments by Dr. Bettie Sellers. 


Bettie Sellers has both lectured and 
written about Reece. Her book “The 
Bitter Berry ... A Biography with 
Poetry” is on sale in our lobby book- 
store. Dr. Sellers recently retired as 
Goolsby Professor of English at Young 
Harris College and was Poet Laureate 
Emeritus of the State of Georgia 


1917-1958 


Recently Republished 
BALLAD OF THE BONES 


a collection of poetry 

by Byron Herbert Reece. 

Published originally in 1943, this. 
book of poetry catapulted Reece to 
national recognition and 1943 winner 
of the “Best Poem of the Year” award 
from “American Poet” magazine. 


THE SEASON 
OF FLESH 
Another inspiring collection of ballads 


and poetry by Reece originally pub- 
lished in 1955. 


Out of circulation for some time these highly popular books are now 
again available in our Lobby Book Store. 


MORE ON REECE -Available in the Lobby Book Store 
Books by Reece 


Better a Dinner of Herbs - A Novel by Reece 
A lyrical tale of passion and revenge in the rural South 


The Hawk and The Sun - A Novel by Reece 


The story of one day in the life of Dandelion, a physically impaired man 
who is the sole black resident in the town of Tilden. 


Books about Reece 


Mountain Singer by Raymond A. Cook. 
A Biography with Poetry on Byron Herbert Reece 


The Bitter Berry by Bettie Sellers...A Biography with Poetry 
on Byron Herbert Reece. 


The Far Blue Mountains 
by Philip Albert 
Music and Lyrics by Sharon Albert 


At the peak of high summer, just months before our 
country becomes involved in the largest military conflict 
in history, a young woman chooses to leave the safe 
familiarity of her big city home for life in the remote 
Southern Appalachian Mountains. 

The people she meets, what she learns from them and 
teaches to them and how they overcome the differences 
between them is the central theme to this drama. 

The old mountain ways, tall tales, widder women healing, 
fiddle playing and buck dancing, all stand up well under 
the critical eyes of a modern, big-city educated woman. 
In the end Rita proves to herself the worth of both the old 
ways and the new, and learns that the unique mountain 


character of her community is something worth savoring. 


Oe Me o% 
Sd kod heod 


MUSIC - The Far Blue Mountains 


Act I 
I Hope She Still Likes Me 


What Am I Doing Here? 
The Far Blue Mountains 
The Far Blue Mountains-Reprise 


Big City Lights 
Act Il 
There Before the Grace 
Christmas Without You 
Mae’s Lullaby 
I Hope She Still Likes Me-Reprise 


For Elizabeth 


All underscoring & incidental music arranged by J.D. Robinson 


Artistic Staff The Far Blue Mountains 


Playr A II insti shrines eesti ieee eine Philip Albert 
Ariste DECEO asics cine e E EA Sharon Albert 
Masical DBO ernes warestescrevivees eE R Victoria Lee 
etic Desi iNET vysiere srei neee AEE RERE Philip Albert 
Vocal Arrangements cash an cen nacre sa Stephen Gamba 
Musical Arrangements .............. eee J.D. Robinson & Wayde Powell 
Production Staff 

Production Stage lari 00 ties sce sescivaisuniconscconasenvanansiedvene Philip Albert 
Assistant to the Stage Manager ..................cccssscssscsesseennes George Ramsey 
Assistant to the Stage Managert «cies casexaseassaenassansave Miranda Pritchard 
Assistant to the Stage Manager c..ccncumssnuscgenesenssnensvcens T. Allen Thomas 
Cast 

Michael BLACK INON sicrescanancevtaen ex crass entabinsanieinamnanienesraasecninnened senate Cecil 
Nathan PI oj nave meer em enma eae A E Jason 
Courtney AINA hanh sassari aa eae ai aia ee Mae 
T- Alen Thomas scscccnnssesacuwaesen sileutnas newopaassanedesnaaantncnnescatiasdanwen cee: Samuel 
Adnane Howeard ac bgeieasiccuictpceretinmsebeeiennsacenies ginal r Lucille 
K- Ken JORNS einean AAAA po ESE aa Karl 
Crystal WatoiS eicacscisnisinoes aeoremnesiionais oeiia aTa S R NEAS Ester 
ID: RODINS ON sesde a EO beens Verdie 
Lary MIR scents sacs aae E AA a Ra e aaa a diin Tyree 
George Ramsey cscseicrnciurss astoren ranea IMn EEE EOE Hershel 
Miranda Pritchard secsociraseinssoniae iini inira n OR Leota 
Janice Minette sic aaae Sac snes tear petro nean Rita 


The 2003 Far Blue Mountains Band 


J.D. Robinson ’vesvecccuvevessenvs sdevesereston tens Fiddle, Guitar, Mandolin, Banjo 

Lany LODIAS spanna oner OE SORE eT cer ee Bass, Guitar, Piano 

Micah “Magic Spoons” Robinson :..s...s..reissscscinersneesoreserrenesrese Percussion 
Other Credits 


Historical articles about mountain culture are the collaborative effort of 
husband and wife team Jim and Roxanne Powell. 


Production Staff and Cast 


2003 Season 


‘TOM DeTITTA 
Playwright 

Tom DeTitta has been telling 
the stories of people since he stuck 
his thumb out near Chapel Hill, 
NC, and hitchhiked across the 
United States. 

The first result of his travels 
was his novel 7 Think I'll Drop 
you Off in Deadwood. He next 
spent three years researching The 
Reach of Song, his first historic 
play. 

He has been commissioned 
to work with President and Mrs. 
Jimmy Carter on a play about the 
American Presidency and is work- 
ing in Bulgaria teaching play writ- 
ing through the development of a 
play that addresses the social 
changes of the past ten years. 
Habitat for Humanity has com- 
missioned him to write a play for 
their 25th Anniversary. 

His play Streets of Gold was 
performed in the Pittsburgh area 
in the fall of 2000, and his play 
And Grace will Lead me Home, 
the American POW Drama was 
performed in Americus, GA in 
Oct. of 1999. His recent plays 
include Home Again, and Search- 
ing for Innocence: Phnom Penh 
1996. 

A magna-cum laude gradu- 
ate of Duke University, DeTitta 
was a 1997 recipiant of the North 
Carolina Arts Council Fellow- 
ship in playwriting. He is now the 
Director of the Center for Com- 
munity-Based Theatre: World 
Communities. 


SHARON ALBERT 
Artistic Director 
The Reach of Song 
The Far Blue Mountains 


Sharon Albert returns for her fifth 
season with The Reach of Song and 
the third for The Far Blue Moun- 
tains. A resident of Hayesville, NC, 
Mrs. Albert is a frequent guest direc- 
tor for the Peacock Playhouse in 
Hayesville where her credits include 
Absence of A Cello, You're a Good 
Man Charlie Brown, and Nunsence. 
Other credits include Annie Get Your 
Gun for Theater Young Harris, Fol- 
low That Rabbit, Wizard of Oz and A 
Christmas Carol for the Art Zone in 
Young Harris, GA. 

Performance favorites are Bernice in 
The Reach of Song, Linda in Death of 
a Salesman and Maggie in The 
Shadow Box. From 1996-1999 Mrs. 
Albert served as Company Artistic 
Director for The Aurora Theatre in 
Duluth, Georgia. 

Sharon would like to thank the Board 
of Directors of The Appalachian 
Educational and Historical Society 
for their ongoing support and hard 
work, Dr. Tommy You, Mr. Tom 
Jeffrey and all of Young Harris Col- 
lege for giving us a place to play. But 
most of all, Thank you, Phil. None of 
us would be here without you. And 
last but not least, thank you to the 
casts and crews of The Reach of Song 
and The Far Blue Mountains, past 
and present, for always helping me 
find my way and get us all where we 
need to go. Love to Alexander, Hi to 
Mom. 


PHILIP ALBERT 
Executive Director 


Welcome to the 2003 season 
of Southern Appalachian Stages. 
We hope you will enjoy this 
summer’s productions of both the 
15th season of The Reach of Song 
and the 3rd season of The Far Blue 
Mountains. The season is produced 
by the Appalachian Educational 
and Historical Society, Inc., a non- 
profit corporation, to fulfill its mis- 
sion of preserving and presenting 
to the public the cultural and his- 
toric heritage of the Southern Ap- 
palachian Mountains. I ask you to 
support this and other projects of 
the Society in any way you can. 

I would also ask that you take 
note of the advertisers in this pro- 
gram along with the Board of Di- 
rectors of the Society and Patrons 
of the drama. These businesses and 
individuals have given generously 
of their time and money without 
which this drama could not be pro- 
duced. 

Even with the generous sup- 
port of those people mentioned 
above the Society is always in need. 
The cost of producing this drama 
far exceeds the family friendly 
ticket prices. 

If you would like to join in the 
support of this drama and other 
projects of the Society, please con- 
tact me. We can always use more 
heros and heroines. 

Regarding myself all I can say 
is that I love the performing arts, 
these mountains, and my wife 
Sharon and son Alexander. I am 
fortunate indeed to have what is 
dear to my heart in a place that is 
dear to my heart. 


“TORIA LEE 
Musical Director 
& Choreographer 
Victoria is happy to be re- 
turning to the North Geor- 
gia Mountains for her third 
season. She has in the past 
appeared as both Robin 
and Susie Mae in The 
Reach of Song and as Leota 
and Mae in The Far Blue 
Mountains. A graduate of 
Troy State University, she 
is now a high school mu- 
sic educator in Washing- 
ton County, GA. Favorite 
roles include Rosamund in 
The Robber Bridegroom, 
Kimin Bye Bye Birdie and 
Snoopy in You're a Good 
Man Charlie Brown. 


COURTNEY 
CUNNINGHAM 
This is Courtney’s first 
season here and she is 
thrilled to be in a place 
where she can fulfill both 
her passion for theatre and 
the outdoors. Courtney 
recently graduated from 
Western Carolina Univer- 
sity with a B.A. in theatre 
and a minor in dance. 
There she appeared in roles 
ranging from Juliet in 
es] Romeo & Julietto the mute 
in The Fantasticks. She is 
having a wonderful time 
performing in the shows 
here and hopes you have 
as much fun watching as 
she does on stage. ENJOY! 


lor 


MICHAEL 

BLACKMON 
A local resident and 
graduate of Murphy High 
School, Michael is enjoy- 
ing his Ist season at The 
Reach of Song and The 
Far Blue Mountains. He 
spent his high school 
years studying music. He 
was a member of the 
Murphy High School 
Chorus and Showchoir, 
his performance venues 
have included The House 
of Blues and Navy Pier in 
Chicago, Carnegie Hall 
in New York and The Old 
North Church in Boston. 
Michael has studied per- 
cussion, electric bass, and 
is the recipient of the 
Louie Armstrong Jazz 
Award. 


HAZEL FARMER 
Hazel has lived on the 
same farm in Union 
County for 70 years. This 
is her llth year with the 
drama. She is an active 
member of Philadelphia 
Baptist Church and sings 
in the choir. She plants a 
small garden and does her 
own fall canning and freez- 
ing for winter food. Her 
pleasures are filled with 
one daughter, three grand- 
children and five great 
grandchildren. Hazel says, 
“Tenjoy sitting inthe swing 
on my front porch, late in 
the evening watching the 
cattle and the deer grazing 
in the pasture or just watch- 
ing a beautiful sunset.” 


Nell was raised in a log 
home by Zura and Alvin 
Todd, who had a Dahlia 
Farm in the Suches area 
of Union County. One va- 
riety developed by the 
Todds was a raspberry 


pink dahlia named 
“Byron Herbert Reece” 
after the late author whose 
story is told in The Reach 
of Song. Fromaone room 
school, she went on to 
earn a Master’s in Educa- 
tion. She taught middle 
school for 21 years and is 
now retired. She is newly 
married and lives in 
Ellijay, GA. This is her 
14th year with The Reach 
of Song. 


ADRIANE HOWARD 
Adriane Howard is glad to 
be joining this cast for her 
first season. She is a stu- 
dent at Western Carolina 
University and will be 
graduating in December 
with degrees in Electronic 
Media and Theatre Arts. 
In addition to acting, sing- 
ing, and dancing since the 
age of 4, Adriane is alsoa 
stage manager and cos- 
tumer. Her favorite per- 
formances include The 
Sound of Music, Titanic: 
the Musical, and Anton in 
Showbusiness. 


NIKKI CARSON 


Nikki Carson is an actress 
and has been in 8 plays, 5 
at the Peacock Playhouse 
in Hayesville, NC. This is 
her 2nd season in The 
Reach of Song. 

She is going into high 
school next year. She also 
likes singing and riding 
horses. 


K. KEN JOHNSTON 
K. Ken, making his sec- 
ond appearance as Reece, 
has performed on stage, 
film and television in the 
U.S., Canada, and Europe 
in such diverse areas as 
Shakespeare, children’s 
theatre, full-contact 
jousts, rock‘n’roll circus, 
sketch/improvisational 
comedy, story telling and 
living history. It all pales 
before the beauty of Mr. 
Reece’s poetry. This is for 
my family, especially my 
Samantha. 


FURMAN 
LUNSFORD 
I started playing the gui- 
tar when I was around 13 
years old. Later on I won 
a talent show and was on 
TV. I then started singing 
and playing in church. | 
have performed at the fes- 
tival of traditional music 
at Berea Kentucky, and I 
perform at the John C. 
Campbell Folk School in 
Brasstown, NC. Six years 
ago I joined Roberta 
Voyles who plays the old 
time banjo and we play 
and singin local churches, 
festivals, nursing homes 
and many other places. 
We enjoy doing old time 
gospel and traditional 
music. This is his 9th year 
with The Reach of Song. 


ELSIE HUGHES 

NELSON 
Elsie grew up about a 
mile up the road and sang 
her first solo at the “little 
white church on the hill.” 
She was active in music 
and drama during her 
growing up years in 
Towns County. Return- 
ing for her 11th season, 
Elsie is proud to be a part 
of The Reach of Song cast 
and family. Now resid- 
ing in Gainesville, she 
has sung with the 
Gainesville Chorale for 
25 years and is active in 
her church and commu- 
nity. 


ROBERTA VOYLES 
LUNSFORD 
Roberta grew up in 
Marble, NC. She started 
performing at school with 
her brother at the age of 
9. She has won several 
banjo contests. She has 
performed at Berea 
Kentucky’s Celebration 
of Traditional Music, at 
Cades Cove, TN Old 
Timers Day,Gold Festi- 
val at Coker Creek, TN, 
Old Timers Day in 
Brevard, NC, at John C. 
Campbell Folk School 
Concerts and Festivals. 
What she likes most of 
all is her churches. The 
mother of 3 and the 
grandmother of 4, this is 
her 9th season in The 
Reach of Song 


NATHANIEL 
PATTERSON 
Nathaniel Patterson is 15 
years old and is from At- 
lanta, GA. Prior to living 
in Atlanta he lived in 
Connecticut and New 
Jersey. Nathaniel’s fa- 
vorite role was Philsbury 
in Rumplestiltskin at 
Kudzu Playhouse. Other 
favorite roles include 
Tom Sawyerin Tom Saw- 
yerand Hank in Marvin's 
Room. He has also been 
featured in an Atlanta 
Film Festival Commer- 
cial. Nathaniel hopes to 
attend the Boston Con- 
servatory to major in 

musical theater. 


JOYCE 
McMANIOUS 
Home for Joyce 
McManious is a log 
house in the Dial Valley 
where she is a home- 
maker and indulges her 
passion for hiking the 
mountain trails of north 
Georgiaand storytelling. 
The mother of two and 
grandmother of three, this 
is her eleventh season as 
a part of the cast of The 
Reach of Song. She is 
pleased to be playing the 
part of Emma Reece for 

the 10th year. 


JANICE MINETTE 
Janice made her acting 
debut in the N. Ga. Mtns. 
last year at the Peacock 
Playhouse, Hayesville, 
NC as Blanche Cooke in 
Night Watch. She ap- 
peared in three more 
shows there as the nun 
ballerina in Nunsence, 
Sedona Ware in Blind 
Hogs & Occasional 
Acorns and as Celia Pil- 
grim in Absence of A 
Cello. This is Janice’s Ist 
season with Southern 
Appalachian Stages as 
Rita in The Far Blue 
Mountains, and scholar/ 
ensemble in The Reach of 
Song. She resides in 
Hiawassee, GA. 


MIRANDA GEORGE RAMSEY 
PRITCHARD George Ramsey was born 


Miranda Pritchard is join- 
ing Southern Appalachian 
Stages for her first sea- 
son. She is a theatre stu- 
dent at Western Carolina 
University working to- 
wards a BFA concentrated 
in acting. A few of her 
favorite past roles include 
Hernia in A Mid-Summer 
Night’s Dream, Beatrice 
in Much Ado About Noth- 
ing, Tzeitel in Fiddler on 
the Roof, and the Witch in 
Into the Woods. 


and raised in Murphy, NC 
where he has encountered 
many of this regions char- 
acters on a first hand ba- 
sis. George has been in- 
volved in a wide variety 
of theatrical endeavors. 
From the stage of the Pea- 
cock Playhouse with the 
Licklog Players in one of 
his favorite roles as the 
Lion in the Wizard of Oz, 
to the stage of the 
Brasstown Valley Resort 
with Cornerstone Theatre 
Inc. as the Big Bad Wolf 
in Into the Woods. George 
also attends the First Bap- 
tist Church, Murphy, 
where he sings in the choir 
and serves in children’s 
ministry. 


é 


*J.D. ROBINSON 
As the result of a mis- 
spent youth and many 
one nighters on the road, 
J.D. has run aground in 
Brasstown, NC, where he 
plays some, teaches a 
little and gigs wherever 
income exceeds ,ex- 
penses (mostly). J.D. of- 
fers 2 small bits of phi- 
losophy: “If ever some- 
one offers you a breath 
mint, please take it!" and, 
“If ever someone gives 
you a hug, let them stop 
hugging first!” 


*Continuing Member 
of the Original 
Production 


ALEX WALTERS 
Alex Walters, 13, is a ris- 
ing 8th grade honor stu- 
dent at Hayesville Middle 
School. He has performed 
in numerous shows at the 
Peacock Playhouse, in- 
cluding lead roles in 
Oliver and The Sound of 
Music. His other interests 
include playing the tuba 
and guitar, soccer and 
golf. 


MICAH ROBINSON 
Micah Robinson, AKA 
“Magic Spoons,” is a resi- 
dent of Warne, NC and is 


returning to The Reach of 


Song for his fourth year. 
In addition to playing 
spoons, Micahenjoys vol- 
unteering his time at the 
Moss Memorial Library 
in Hayesville, contra and 
square dancing, comput- 
ers, and working on his 
novel The Tedstory. He is 
very pleased to be joining 
the company again this 
year. 


CRYSTAL WATERS 
Crystal is thrilled to be 
making her debut at South- 
ern Appalachian Stages. 
She is a recent graduate of 
Western Carolina Univer- 
sity, where she majored in 
Music Industry and Vocal 
Performance with a con- 
centration in Musical The- 
atre. Crystal is a native of 
North Carolina and has 
been working in profes- 
sional theatre and film 
throughout the southeast 
over the past four years. 
Some of her favorite roles 
include Carolyn in Sin- 
ners, Louisa in The 
Fantasticks, Elmire in 
Tartuffe, and the Witch in 
Hanseland Gretel. Thanks 
to her family, friends and 
God for their love and sup- 
port. 


T. ALLEN THOMAS 
This is Allen's first ap- 
pearance with Southern 
Appalachian Stages. A 
veteran performer, favor- 
ite roles include the Em- 
cee in Cabaret, the Baker 
in Into the Woods, 
Archibald in The Secret 
Garden, Bernardin Death 
of a Salesman, Gregor 
Vassy in Chess, and 
Charlie Brown in You're 
a Good Man Charlie 
Brown. Allen spends his 
life off stage as an im- 
pressionistic painter. He 
thanks his family and 
friends for their love and 
support. 


LARRY TOBIAS 
Mister Tobias received his 
training at the NC School 
of the Arts and is a gradu- 
ate of Carnegie-Mellon 
University. Recently re- 
turned from the 2002 na- 
tional tour of Big River, 
Larry has worked in New 
York City with the York 
Theatre, UVU Rep, and 
the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art. Regionally, Mr. 
Tobias has appeared with 
the Theatre at Limekiln, 
Richmond Shakespeare 
Festival, Charlotte Rep- 
ertory Theatre and Cape 
Fear Regional Theatre. 
Film & TV credits: The 
Angel Doll. Donnie 
Brasco, Private Parts, NY 
Undercover, Ding-A- 
Ling-Less. 


Performance & Competition Opportunities! 
National Award Winning Dance Team 
Classes Offered in 


Ballet 


Tap 
Jazz 


vk 


pis 


Hip Hop 


Boys Jazz & Tap 
Pointe 
Creative Movement 
Mommy & Me 
Specialized Workshops 
Located at the Art Zone 
in Young Harris, GA 


for more information 
call 706-379-2651 


The Quilting Bee 
“Them women spending all day over there at the quilting bee. 
Making nothing but mean gossip, maybe a quilt or two on the 
side.” (Zack, act one, scene one, 1992 Production of The Reach 


of Song.) 

Quilts were not only a piece of art 
for the hardy women folk of Scotch/ 
Irish heritage who settled in the hills 
of Appalachia; quilts were a practi- 
cal necessity for keeping the family 
warm against the harsh winter cold 
in rough housing where snow often 
blew in through the cracks and the 
floor was earthen. 

The only luxury these women 
allowed themselves was making the 
quilt pretty through patterns handed 
down for generations and shared 
among themselves. 

Quilts were a way of recycling 
pieces of clothing that had served 
long and well, but were beyond 
mending further. Wedding dresses, 
shirt pieces, and any scrap of left- 
over fabric found their final show- 
case in quilts. 

Once a quilt “top” was pieced, 


binding the top with a sandwiched 
layer of batting and a lining on the 
back side by quilting, or sewing 
them together, was a big job for one 
person, so often a “quilting bee” 
was formed. 

Quilting bees were festive occa- 
sions for women who often struggled 
with heavy household duties with- 
out a visit from another of their 
gender for many months. 

Appalachian women, like an in- 
visible sisterhood, bonded together 
to help each other through any 
struggles they might face: preg- 
nancy, childbirth, sickness, or car- 
ing for a new husband. The infor- 
mal camaraderie of a quilting bee 
was a good place for young girls to 
learn what they would face as 
women, and it was good social 
therapy for the older ones. 
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The Importance of Church & Religion 


The old-time 
mountain “fire and 
brimstone” preach- 
ers, with their pul- 
pit-pounding and 
loud, forceful 
preaching under the 
hot, uninsulated 
roofs of the old 
meeting houses, 
could make the fires 
of hell come alive 
to the listening au- 
dience. 

When revival 
time came, invariable in the hot sum- 
mers when it was hot enough to make 
the pine sap drip from the beams in 
the pine church ceilings, everyone 
went to revival meetin’. There was 
no excuse for missing a meeting ex- 
cept very grave illness. Anyone who 
did not go to revival was considered 
a confirmed sinner or atheist. 

The mountaineer believed the 
same doctrines as his parents and 
grandparents had. God’s will came 
first and all else came afterward. God 
was not a concept to leave in the 
church on Sunday; God went with 
the mountaineer through every day 
of the week (even if he did take a nip 
of “shine” once in a while). God was 
with him out in the fields, and God 
was there at the end of a hard day of 
plowing when he came home to rest 
on the front porch and watch the 
night come. He might not always 
understand God’s will in his life, but 
he accepted it regardless. 

Church was also the center for 


Decoration Day 
Religion and politics — not always a good mix! 


some of the best times in the commu- 
nity. Homecoming, decoration day 
and dinner on the ground were times 
when all those who had moved away 
from the home community came back 
for the day or weekend. They arrived 
by the carload from the cities to bunk 
in with relatives who were happy to 
extend hospitality, exchange news 
and take a look at folks they’d not 
seen for a year or more. The dead 
were not forgotten either. The graves 
were cleared of overgrowth, and old 
flowers were relaced with fresh ones. 
That Sunday, the church picnic 
tables groaned under the weight of 
enough country-style banana pud- 
dings, deviled eggs, cornbread, fried 
chicken, green beans and good home 
cooking to feast the eyes, let alone 
fill the stomach. Even those who 
were not particularly enthusiastic 
church goers went to this day of 
services, lining up to pile their plates 
high with good home cooking of the 
congregation’s ladies. 


What's the best way 
to keep up with 
what's happening 
in Georgia? 


eorgiaClips.com 


your daily Peacn State executive news summary: Decoration Day 


& 


Read it every business day! 


Delivered to you each morning via the Internet, 
GeorgiaClips scans 40 daily newspaper web sites in 
Georgia, the TV stations, and selected weeklies to 
provide a comprehensive news package. With just 
one click, you can get to the stories you want to 
read. 


Save time and be on the alert to Georgia's 
significant news. For a trial subscription, go to 
www.georgiaclips.com. 


Or call Elliott Brack at 770 840-1003. 


Dinner on the Grounds { 


Reece explains photosynthesis 
or 
“why grass is green” 


Harry & 
Zack 

in trouble 
again. 


Thank You Young Harris College 


A very special thanks to the Young Harris College 
Board, Dr. Thomas S. Yow, II, president of Young Harris 
College and the Young Harris College staff for making it 
possible for us to present this 2001 production of The Reach 
of Song and The Far Blue Mountains. 

The opportunity to use this fine campus and its facilities 
and your generous donation of time and energies is greatly 
appreciated. 


The Appalachian Educational and Historical Society, Inc. 
Executive Board 


YOUNG Where Teaching 
HARRIS Comes First! 


Our teachers have one primary 


COLLEGE responsibility—teaching our 


students. 


Opening Dance Old Joe Clark 


Photo: 
YHC faculty members Victor Morris, 
BYRON HERBERT REECE, and 


William Fox prepare for a choral 
performance of “Adoration,” which 
is based on poems in Mr. Reece’s 
book “Bow Down in Jericho.” 
(1955-56 - courtesy of YHC) 


OUNG HARRIS COLLEGE 
P.O. Box 116 
Young Harris, Georgia 30582 


Religion and Politics don’t mix! 1-800-241-3754 or 706-379-3111 


MOUNTAIN MUSIC 


“Now the thing about an ole-timey mountain music that makes it different 
from most types of music is that the only way you can learn one of these 
songs is by listening to somebody else play it. Usually what would happen 
was a fella who wants to learn a tune goes over to some other fella’s house 


and they get together and play...” 


(James Farist, act one, scene one, 1991 Production of The Reach of Song) 


Music, whether it was the reli- 
gious music he sang in church, or the 
Saturday night hoe-down style, came 
naturally to the musically-talented 
mountaineer. He often crafted his 
own instruments, then taught him- 
self to play by ear because he couldn’t 
read music (or wouldn’t have had 
the sheet music if he could have read 
it)... 
Singing schools were set up by 
itinerant singing masters who used a 
method called “shape notes” to help 
their semi-literate pupils to learn to 
sight-read music. 

The original shape note music, 
dating back to Elizabethan England 
and revived in America in the early 


1800’s, used four basic shapes (a 
diamond, triangle, square and circle) 
to replace the round part of a written 
note. Once the shape was assigned a 
pitch relative to the scale, singers 
were able to quickly grasp sight- 
reading of music. In 1832, shape 
notes were expanded to include seven 
shapes to take in the more familiar 
seven note scale (do-re-mi-fa-so-la- 
ti-do). 

Today, except for some gospel 
music, shape music is almost forgot- 
ten. 

The following piece of original 
music from The Reach of Song was 
written by the drama’s first music 
director, Phillip DePoy. 


REECE THEME 


Musical instruments were the main 
source of entertainment before electric 
radios. 


Hiawassee Animal 


Hospital 
Bell Creek Road 
706-896-4173 


Hayesville Animal 
Clinic 
U.S. Highway 64 
828-389-1764 


Dr. Kirk Vardeman 
Dr. Brian Kinsey 
Dr. Matthew Sisk 


Small and Large Animals 
24-Hour Emergency Service 
Boarding and Grooming 


Appalachia Today 


Today’s Appalachia retains much 
of its natural beauty, though its popu- 
lation is growing and homes are dot- 
ting more of the hills and valleys. 

Its young people have been forced 
to leave for the cities to find work, and 
many will spend their entire working 
lives elsewhere, returning only in re- 
tirement. 

Many of the picturesque old barns 
have fallen in, and much of the 
handcraft culture has died out, pre- 
served by only a few dedicated crafts- 
men. Yet, there can still be heard the 
twang of the colorful language of the 
native people, folks still love a fiddlin’ 
hoedown on a Saturday night, and 
many hills and hollows still boast coun- 
try churches where folks gather to 
worship on Sunday. 

As awareness spreads about the 
special culture of this region, some of 
that culture is being revived and pre- 
served through efforts like The Reach 
of Song - so that those who never new 
the culture can learn of it; and those 
who grew up with the culture can 
enjoy it again. 

The mountain people have, for 
many years had to venture from home 
for a glimpse of the outside world. 
Today, the outside world comes to 
them - for a look at life the way it used 
to be, and maybe, sometimes, the way 
it ought to be again. 


We appreciate our Patrons 


Platinum 

Union County Honorable Lamar Paris 
Louise McTaggart & Associates Inc. 
Jimmy Tallent, United Community Banks 
Louise McTaggart 


Gold 

Rep. Jeanette Jamieson, Chestatee 
Chattahoochee RC&D 

Roger Carpenter, Tennessee Valley 
Authority 


Silver 

Mr.& Mrs. J.M. (Bob) Plemons 

Joe Satterfield, Blue Ridge Mtn. EMC 
Elois D. Anderson, Bank of Hiawassee 


Copper 

Mr. & Mrs. W.L. Bennett, Mountain Town 
Realty 

Carol Simon, Brasstown Valley Resort 

Jim Dobson 


Bronze 

Andrew Burks, Sears of Blairsville 

Rick Davenport, Rick’s Rental 

Joe & Betty Satterfield 

Chris L. King, King Ford 

Michael Frketic, Bald Mountain Park 

Will & Missy Reynolds 

Clarence & Bobbie Ellard 

Jean W. Tate 

Pat & Beverly Turner 

Joe R. Wilson 

Elsie & Malcolm Nelson 

Darin S. Bender 

Batty A. Reese 

H.D. Paris 

James & Betty Biggers 

John & Penny Boemanns, R.John 
Boemanns, P.C. 


Bill Holt, Bill Holt Chevrolet, Pontiac, Inc. 


Bill Holt, Bill Holt Ford 
Kirk & Susan Vardeman 
Horace & Dot Dorsey 


Robbie C. Weaver, Robbie E. Colwell P.C. 


Cary D. Cox, Cary D. Cox, P.C. 

Robert L. Head, Jr., Head-Westgate Corp. 

Verne Moore, AT&T Foundation 

Patricia Copeland 

Sally & Doug Conaway 

Jack & Mary Shultz 

Robert F. & Beverly Jackson, Robert F. 
Jackson Insurance 


Family 

Julian & Nell Brown 

Ricky Conard 

Tom & Suzie DeTitta 

Reggie Nelson, Nelson Grading Company 

Ron D. Brown, Proflame LP Gas 

Barry & Donna Mousa 

Charles Tate 

Robert Pielow 

Merita T. Smith 

Patsy Tucker, Tuckers Family Restaurant 

Amos & Anne Amerson 

Cecil &Elsie Todd Daniels 

Theresa & John Moore 

Ray & LaDale Trimble 

Lessie B. Smithgall 

Allun & Jo Hamblett 

Dee Piercy 

Charlotte Ledford, Charlotte Ledford 
Realty Inc. 

Bob & Barbara Bone 

Janice Clapp 

Wayne E. Colwell, Wayne E. Colwell 
Realty 

Charles & Faye Nicholson, Charles’s 
Pharmacy, Inc. 

Cindy Collins, Holiday Inn Express 

Jeff Nelson 

Syl Grudzien 


Participating 


Dr. Anne Livingston, Crane Creck 
Vineyards 

Eddy Alexander, Alexander's Store 

Mike Kelly, Oprandi & Assoc., Realtors 

Michelle Truelove 

Jimmy Nichols 

Patricia R. Brown, Patt's Hallmark Shop 

Pamela D. Turner, The Haralson House 

Philip & Angie Hartley, A-P Storage 

Charles & Jackie Hill 

Nancy Page 

Mr. & Mrs. C. Alan Stanfield 

Rochester & Associates, Inc. 

Betty Stoinoff 

Oma Lee Armstrong, Bald Mountain 
Park, Ltd. 

James E. Holliman 

Bob & Michelle Collins, Brasstown View 
Chalets 

Toby & Teresa Leckie 

Mary S. Hoodpough 

Kerry L. Wilson, R.Ph., 
The Medicine Shoppe 

Patricia & Joe Webb 

Mary Call Smith 

Bettie Sellers 

Arlene Gray 

Bill & Kay McCartney 

Frank & Michelle Maloney 

Lee & Sandy Holland 

Arline A. Hodgson 

Barbara J. Hermann 

Glen & Betty Gooch 

Gene C. Ford 

Richard & Cathy Fiser 

Ms. Pat DeTitta 

Philip & Angie Hartley, Mountain Homes 
& Land, Inc. 

Bettina George 


The Reach of Song is funded in part 
by a grant from the Georgia Depart- 


ment of Industry, Trade and Tour- 
ism and the Towns County Tourism 
Association. 


Appalachian Educational and 
Historical Society, Inc. Board 


Executive Committee 
Louise McTaggart, Chair 
Jim Dobson, Vice-Chair 

Susan Vardeman, Secretary 
Joe Satterfield, Treasurer 

Elois D. Anderson 
Elliott Brack 
Elsie Nelson 


Jacque Bentley 
Byron Bledsoe 
Teresa Dorton 
Jo George 
Pat Gray 
Ben Hulsey 
Senator Carol Jackson 
Rep. Jeanette Jamieson 
Larry Kernea 
Candace Lee 
JoAnne Leone 
Charles Milne 
Jimmy Nichols 


Bob Plemmons 
Alan Polk 
Lydia Sartain 
Jack Shultz 
Glenda Taylor 


Huldie Townsend 


Rep. Ralph Twiggs 
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Couagg«rt 
XA SSOCIATES, INC. 


REAL ESTATE 


213 Murphy Highway 706.781.6909 
Blairsville, GA 30512 800.473.2709 
Fax: 706.781.6921 


Looking For a Mountain Home, 
Waterfront or Acreage Property? 
Choose a Real Estate Company That 
Provides Quality Services. 


LT z 


e Knowledgeable 2 


e Experienced 


a 


e Friendly Professionals 


After All... You Deserve The Best! 
No One Knows The Mountains Like We Do! 


Visit Our Website: 
www.mctaggartrealestate.com EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
HOUSING 


WORLD WAR IIT PHOTOS 


The World War II soldier photos 
projected on the screen during the 
play are actual photos of local young 
men who served their country. The 
photos are contributed from a col- 
lection which is usually on display 
in Friendship Church near 
Hiawassee. Use of the servicemen 
photos from the era were the idea of 
local resident Joyce Holmes. She 
brought them to one of the first The 
Reach of Song workshops because, 
having read the script, she thought 
they’d fit in. At least two of these 
young men died in the war. 


Staff Sgt. J.G. Gregory l 
U.S. Army Air Force W.W. II 
Killed in action Dec, 24, 1944 in Germany 


CHIROPRACTIC IS NOT JUST 
FOR YOUR BACK. 
IT’S FOR YOUR WHOLE BODY 


DR. DENNIS A. TIDWELL 
CHIROPRACTIC HEALTH CENTER 


3454 Gainesville Hwy., Blairsville, GA 30512 


706-835-1734 
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The Coming Of TVA 


In 1937, under the directive of Con- 
gress to improve navigation and control 
flooding in the Tennessee Valley, the TVA 
began building a number of dams in the area 
to hold back the pure mountain creek water 
that had flowed out of the earth for millions 
of years. 

Mountain farmers living in the creek 
bottomlands were distressed to learn that 
TVA intended to flood the lowest-lying 
areas, which meant the loss of some of the 
area’s best and most fertile farmlands. 

Some folks refused to leave their fam- 
ily farms until the last minute when the lake 
waters began to cover their old homeplaces 
where generations of their families had been 
born and raised. Even their family grave- 
yards had been uprooted and moved. 

But other mountaineers, while sympa- 
thizing with their neighbors’ losses, were 
happy to know that soon TVA would bring 
cheap plentiful electric power into their 
homes. Before TVA, only a few homes in 
small areas near river plants had electricity 
part-time which was often turned off after a 
certain hour. But TVA brought power into 
the reach of every man, rich or poor, near 
town or in the deepest mountain hollow. 

The Blue Ridge Mountain Electric 
Membership Corporation was formed in 
1938 from a local Rural Electrification Ad- 
ministration cooperative, made up of about 


Now, instead of having to go out to 
the spring house at the branch for milk and 
butter, all the family had to do was reach 
in the refrigerator. Instead of boiling 
clothes in the washpot, the lucky moun- 
tain woman could let the wringer-washer 
do the work. No need to light the old 
kerosene lamp at night or go to bed early. 
Electric lights stood ready at the flip of a 
switch. 

Of course, the new electricity also 
meant there was a monthly bill to pay 
where there had been none before, and 
there were the new appliances to pay for. 
The mountaineer would have to find some 
other way of making a living than merely 
subsisting off the land. Still, the construc- 
tion of the lakes brought a financial wind- 
fall for some while the work lasted. Jobs 
clearing the lake bottoms, building new 
roads, bridges and constructing dams 
brought real cash income to many families 
as the Depression ebbed away. 


Inthe December 12, 1941 issue of the 
Towns County Herald, the story 
“United States Declares War on Ja- 
pan” ran on the bottom half of page 
one, eclipsed by the top-page, four- 
photo story on progress of the new 
Chatuge Dam. 

The Chatuge Dam is a unique rolled 
earthen dam on the Hiawassee River. 
The project was begun in July of 
1941 and began to fill in February of 
1947. The total area purchased by 
TVA for the project was 1 1,462 acres 
for the price of $935,853. At full pool 
the lakes covers approximately 7,200 
acres. A 10,000-kw power generat- 
ing system was added in December of 
1954. 


“Members Serving Members” 


e Security Lighting 


e Electricity Provider 
e Lightning Protection 
e Water Heater Maintenance 


¢ Heat Pump Financing 


e energy right® New Homes 
e Pagers 


e Internet Service 


BRMEMC * PO Box 9 
Young Harris, GA 30582 


800-292-6456 or 706-379-3121 
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Hilda Glenn Auditorium 
Clegg Fine Arts Building 
Young Harris College 
Young Harris, Georgia 


Produced by 
The Appalachian Educational and Historical Society, Inc. 


COME JOIN US 
IN PRESERVING THE HERITAGE 
OF APPALACHIA 


In addition to our ticket revenue a key element of our 
support comes from the generous contributions of our 
Patrons. 


We invite you to be a part of the Appalachian Educational 
and Historical Society. Your patron membership offers 
you many outstanding benefits. 


For further information about the various levels of giving 
and the benefits available ask one of our Ticket Office 
personnel or call 706-379-1711 or 1-800-262-7664. 


The Society is a non-profit organization and all or part of 
your contribution may be Tax-Deductible. 


